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Copy. Charleston,S.c., 
' May 27th.1919 
Mrs.Geo.H, Ingraham, 
Present. 


My Dear Mrs,.Ingraham:- 


. I have been much interested in inspecting 
the Paul Jones medal, 


The inscription is as follows: 


On front: 
" Joanni Paulo Jones Classis praefcto. 
" Comitia Americana". 


On the reverse: 
Hostium navibus captis aut fugatis. 
i Ad Oram Scoliae €X111 Sept. 


a 
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"Dupre' F ”" 


Translation is as follows: 


On front: 
" To John Paul Jones ,Admiral of Fleet, 
" The american Congress.” 


On the reverse: * The enemy's ships having been captured 
or put to flight. 
" Off the coast of Scotland,23 Sept. 1777. 


} Designed by (fecit?) Dupre'. 
Comitia is properly translated "Congress" I suppose. The 
word was used to designate the Assembly of the Roman tribes 


for the election of officers and other important matters, 
-and more generally any similar Assembly. 


The "F" after the name"Dupre' * on the 
reverse side of the medal, no doubt indicates "fecit" (designed). 


I am glad to have deciphered it for you. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) 
Wm Hy Parker 


WHP/CLD 


Box 357, 


_ Charleston,s.C., 
May 24th.1920. 


My dear Mr.Noe:- 7 a 
Mr.Edward D.Adams suggested my writing you in 


Concress 
regard to the medal awarded John Paul Jones by the American,in 1787, 
and which I have,in my possessd@on. It decended to my husband, frok 
his grandfather, Nathaniel Ingraham; who was Paul Jones’ friend and 
officer, He. was eri him,in the fight between the Bon Homme Richard 
and the Serapes, in 177%. . 
Paul Jones,when dying, gave his medal to NathanieZ 
Ingraham. It has never been out of the family's hands since then, 
(I married my cotsig,Capt Ingraham--forty years my senior.) 
I offered the medal to Secretary Daniels for the 
Navy. He is very desireous of having it, but saya. Exet- Bune 
at this session ,has reduced the appropriation for the Navy by 
some thing like two hundred million dollars, and I do not believe 
they would make an appropriation of a sum that would be adequate 
vy The medal is of such historic value and intrest". &c. &c.. 
Ne,J.Pierpond Morgen was interested in the 
medal, Wanted the Country to have it. Suggested my writing to 
Mr.Adams. Saic: If the Country did not acquire it, would I let 


him have it. 
Nhen I found the medal mizht have to go into 


promiscuous keeping, I told Mr.Morgan he could have it. Last 
week he wrote: He had been obliged to reconsider: his Proposition. 
Can you recommend any course by which I. 


can realize the full market value of the relic? And would you 


=Qea 


undertake to negotiate the sale of it for me, and what would be 


your terms? 
The medal is so darkened with Age, that it looks 


like bronze. I am sending you the photographs,and trahslations 
of inscriptions on it. 

I do not know fg what the medal is worth, but 
wes told. by an antique dealer,here,in the City, that he had sold 
a miniature of Lafayette, not long ago, for ten thousand dollars 
($10.000.) ; and that the original John Paul Jones medal should 
bring twenty-fave thousand, if any thing. 

Will you kindly let me hear from you, and help 
me if you cane 


Most truly your, 


eae Hepp ates 


Mr .Sydnev B.Noe, 
Secretary American Numismatic Society, 


156 th. Street, New York, City. 


From Ingraham, Box 357, 
Charleston, South Carolina. 


® a 
& 19964 
New York, 
Perdonal. ’ 


New York. 
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‘Mr..Sydney P,, Noe, Secretary American Namismatic Fro 
.#156th. Street, 


May 29th, 1920 


Mes. Sara L. Ingraham ee 
Box 357, Charleston, §.6. 


pene Madam: 


I have your letter of May 24th but I am rather at a oem 
to advise you. 


A medal, such as you describe, should of course go to some 
important historical collection. You state that it has darkened 
with age, from this fact I judge that the medal is in silver. Is 
this correct? If not, could you have it weighed at some jewelers 
and let me know the weight? It seems to me that the valuation 
given you by the dealer in Charbston is very high, but I rmst have 
your response regarding the medal before I can advise you further. 


Very truly yours, 


Charlesten, 
South Carelina, 
June 5th.1920. 


My dear Mr.Noe:- Your letter of May 29th. reached me. Thank you 


for it. Answering your question in regard to the medal: 


It is the gold medal awarded by the american Congress, to John Paul 

in 1787. Thamas Jefferson, who was Minister at Paris, at that 
time, was instrucked to have the madal struck, in that City. 

The die, from which it was strucy, is still in Paris---so our Depart= 

ment of State informs me. 

I am enclosing the weight of medal, as you 
request me to. The jeweler says: there is some alloy in the medal, 
That all gold,was never used. (This information, for what it is worth) 

He also informed me,that the medal could be polished, and must have 


been considered all gold when it was first struct. 


I agree with you: The medal should go to 
some historical collection--or to the country. I made it avanlable 
to Secretary Daniels--after his request, for me to do so-= and later, 
received the enclosed reply . I am rich in historical 
souvenirs of the Past, but not, in the coin ef the realm. if 4 
waited for Congress to appropriate, I might “wait for ever*--as 
my cousin, Mr. Gaillard Hunt,says. He is in the State Department-- 


was Chief of Mass¢ Division, Congressional Library-= is, writer, 


and historian, 
I am enclosing photographs of my uncles's 


ing haem i 
medal, think they might interest you. He was Nathaniel Ingraham‘ 


nn--CGommodore Duncan Nathaniel Ingraham, The medal was awarded 


him , for his exploit in the Martin Koszta affair, in 1852. 


>) 


-{7 


Cont'd ) 


If you can aid me to dispose of the John Paul Jones medal---to some 
responsible party, if possible--= I shall be very glad, 


I have no sentiment in regard th the medal, 


Paul Jones was only a friend of my husband's grandfather.(I married 


my cousin, Capt.Ingraham -=-forty years my senior.)But I should like 


to see it go into responsible hands; for it has never left our family's 
custody | since Paul Jones gave it to Nathaniel Ingrahan. 


Will you kindly return Secretary Daniels' letter! 
mrad 


If the photographs of Commodore Ingraham) interest you, please 
accept them! 


Most truly yours, 


(a,) hcg sy Dow g 9 abe mm 


Mr.Sydney P.Noe, 

Secretary of american Numismatic Society, 
Broadway,at 156th. Street, 

New York, City. 
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June 10th, 1920 


Mrs. Sara L. Ingraham 


P.O. Box 357 
Charleston, 8.C. 


I have your letter of June 5th and I an 
returning, herewith, the letter of Secretary Daniels 
as ted, together with the letter from Mr. 


ou reques 
7 Momnente iibrarian. 


Please accept my thanks for git ob= 
oFrographs 
which you have placed at my disposal. I shall tak& 
this question with ohe of our members who may be 
@ to offer some edviee, but I am frankly sceptical 
being able to ee11 the piece for you. Most of the 
torical Sooieties would be glad to accept so impor- 
tant a medal but they are not in a position to purchase 


“it. We have had a number of gold medals of this kind, 


although hardly so important,offered to us at a very 
slight inorease over the buliion value of the motal. 
In consequence, as I wrote you in my last ietter, the 
valuation given you by the Charleston antiquarian is 
very greatly exaggerated. 

I hope to write you azain within a few 
deys, but I very rmoh fear that I shall not be able to 
seoure for you an offer which you would consider. 


Vary respectfully yours, 


bs . Sara L. Ingrahan 
P.O.Box 357 
Charleston, S.C. 


Dear Madam: 


Referring again to your letter of June Sth, I am 
under the necessity of writing that I am unable to aid 
-you in your effort to find a purchaser for the gold medal — 
awarded to John Paul Jones. ere ate 


i have talked with one of our members about the mat- 
ter, but we neither of us know of a single individual who 
would be likely to give more than %500 for this medal. , 
Last year the gold medal given to Commodore Edward Prebble 
was-sold at auetion in New York Sbrukbout £1500, but the _ 
man who purchased it at that time has since died. I re- 

egret very much that I am unable to send you a more satis- 
factory response.. ; 


‘June 12th, 1920 © 


Very respectfully yours as 


SPN/E 3 Secretary 


Chewiewtaa 
South Carolina, 
June 16th.'20 


fy dear Mr.Noe:- 


; Thank you sincerely for your t : 
I received; and for voue Seta ance: your two letters,which 


I do not think 20000.00, or 25000.00 t 
the Paul Jones medal. The dealer, here, sold a aries ae. _ 
Lafayette for 10000.00. and a table of his, for 2000,09 not so 
very long ago. ES 
ere are a great many souvenirs of Laf t 
I know of none, belonging to Paul ieee, except this aon tee 


Mr.Morgan did not criticize my price of 20000. 
for the medal. Thou h he said he could give ondy’ 1000.00 ee 
And then---he changed his mind, when I accepted it( for I wanted 
to know the relic was in responsible hands) . 


Please tell me, if you think (as Mr. ada ee 
the medal could be advertised (not ant up at se Me re ae ceca 
any offer made, could be accepted, or rejected at wi 13 


; And would ee undertake this procedure for me--«at 
a percentage, as Mr. adams also suggested. 


; It does seem wery little,ininAmerica, not to 
acquire Paul Jones’ medal. He, the hero, who first made it possible 
to have an America--The Land of The Frees 


_ I believe France--if she were offered the medal-- 
would gladly acquire it at'a large sum (Borrowed of america!) . 
For she --aS a unit-- is more of an idealist, than americais. 


I sent Mr. Wilson photographs of the medal--1 
knew he would Wthees it. But Mr. Tumulty wrote me, Mr. Wilson 
was so sick, at the time, that he could enjoy nothing. 


If you can't help me, 1 will ae have to wait 
for the next Congress--as Mr. Daniels suggests##-and see what 
idealism exists amoung its members. 


I have a great many coins you might be interested 
in. One , struck in Othogtime. (I send you 4 memorandum, written 
by Nathaniel Ingraham. Please return. 
grand father by menrinpgyeniel Ingreben (my sr ene acts oY pioodyanc 
ships. He brought many coins, and other relics wo this country. 


He was with Paul Jones when he died. It was 
then, that Paul Jones gave him the medal. 


*o- 


i 
I also have a walet, that George ec gave my great grand 
father. It has his name, engraved on it, in silver--on the little 


lock. It was given in 176c. 


But I am taking up your time. 
Hoping you can help me, I am, 


Most cordially yours, 


4 


MN fone wae ay" Ie Lege Nees. 
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Mr. cyiney P. Noe, 

Secretary of american Numismatic Society, 
Eresdwey, and 156th. Street, 

New York,Gity. 


June 29th, 1920. 


sak 2" Panes 
: Charleston, Se Ce 
My dear Mise Ingrahan:-~ 


 'f have your letter of June 16th, and I am return 
the ascompanying documents. ; : ais 


It may be that you are entirely correct in thinking 
| thousand dollars not too moh for the Paul Jones 

medal, but I am quite at a loss to know where to turn to 
find any one who would pay that amount for it. iy pore 
gonal opinion is that advertising would be of but slight 


and at the same time able to acquire the 
piece. I fear that most of our “men of means” have not - 


The collection of goins which you deseribe mst ine 
deed contain many interesting things, and I am sure you 
mst also greatly prize the waliet given to your great 
grandfather by General Washington. 


I wish very moh that I had any suggestions which 
could prove of value to you at the present time. I can 
- only promise to keep the matter before me, and to let 

you know of any one who would be interested in acquiring 
this medal. As I think I wrote you, I should like to 

gee it find a permanent home fn one of the great public 
' gollections of our country, but unless a donor could be 
found who would be willing to advance the amount neces~ 
gary to purchase it, I fear this is out of the question. 
Please feel that I shall be oniy too glad to do anything 
I may to be of service to you. 


Very respectfully yours, 


Seeret ary 


